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The quest by industry for fast turn around,
lower costs and increased profits has had

a marked effect on the forklift truck industry.
Nowadays, the modern forklift truck needs to
be a multifunctional tool, which has resulted
in the utilisation of a wide range of forklift
attachments. The need for companies to meet
the challenge of distributing their products to
market far quicker than their competitors has
resulted in Just-in-Time deliveries and rationalised
production to match customers' orders.

However, as 80% of all trucks in the UK are supplied on a fixed term rental
contract, typically over 3 to 5 years, this means that companies are unable to
take into consideration the peaks and troughs of their business. In many
instances it is difficult for a business to know in advance the level of utilisation
of units, per hour or week of operation, or the type of trucks required during a
fixed period.

In addition, health and safety regulations relating to manual handling has
resulted in trucks being utilised in different areas of the workplace. Now,
approximately 20% of all trucks are equipped with attachments to handle
commodities of all shapes, sizes and weights as well as palletised and non-
palletised goods singly or in multiple packs.

The upturn in the use of forklift attachments has resulted in an increasing
need to compliment fixed term rental contracts with short term or casual hire.
Companies like the flexibility of short-term hire to meet variations in trade and
to cater for extra capacity as and when required.

The attachment supplier nowadays needs to have a wealth of technical
knowledge of the materials handling industry. It also needs to have a large
and varied stock of attachments that can turn forklift trucks into a multi-
talented and versatile tool.

gﬁmBems Guildgate House, Pelican Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 INX Tel: (0) 1635 232000 Fax: (0)1635 237444







